
2017 Appeal
Leadership Circles

Ways to Give
By Mail

Complete the pledge form you receive in the mail and 
return it with your payment to:

Partners in Charity Appeal 
Diocese of Worcester 
49 Elm Street 
Worcester, MA 01609

Please make checks payable to Partners in Charity Appeal 
and note your parish name in the memo line of the check. 
Please do not mail cash.

Online 
Visit our secure online giving site at 
www.Partners-Charity.net/donate

At Your Parish 
Pass in your envelope during In-Pew Sunday

Multiply your generosity with a matching gift! 
Does your company have a Matching Gift program?  
Go to www.partners-charity.net/matching-gifts to double 
your gift.

Questions or Comments? Please call 508-929-4366

Diocese of Worcester 
Mission Statement

As individuals, families and parishes, our mission as the Diocese of 
Worcester is to respond joyfully to Christ’s call to become more fully 

the People of God. Though imperfect, we are a blessed people 
striving to participate in Christ’s mission of reaching out to all. 

Therefore, we accept the Gospel challenge, which calls us to bring 
another to a deeper knowledge and love of God. Since God calls us 
to live in community in the Holy Spirit, we commit ourselves in this time 
and place to becoming a prayerful and faith-filled Church that truly 

reflects the glory of God.

Historical Profile of the  
Diocese of Worcester: 

Sowing the Seeds of Faith

 The Diocese of Worcester was established by Pope Pius XII 

in 1950 to serve the growing Catholic population in central 

Massachusetts. Today, the diocese serves more than 290,000 

Catholics in 100 parishes and missions throughout Worcester County. 

Most Reverend Robert J. McManus was appointed the fifth Bishop of 

Worcester by St. John Paul II in 2008. In his episcopal motto – Christ, 

the Splendor of Truth – Bishop McManus witnesses to the centrality of 

Jesus as teacher, guide and mentor. The bishop leads the faithful of 

the diocese in their commitment to “respond joyfully to Christ’s call 

to become more fully the People of God” (from the Diocesan Mission 

Statement). The Diocese of Worcester continues to sow the seeds of 

faith in one of the oldest cradles of Catholicism in the nation.

Bishop McManus visiting McAuley Nazareth Home for Boys,  
an agency funded by Partners in Charity.

— Mother Teresa



Seminarian Education

The annual Partners in Charity Appeal of the Diocese 
of Worcester helps generate financial resources 
needed to support the discernment process and 
the formation and education of seminarians who 
will be the future priests for the nearly 100 parishes 
and missions of the diocese. Providing clergy for the 
future of the Church is one of the most critical needs 
being addressed today.

Pernet Family Health Service

In 1955, the Little Sisters of the Assumption came 
to support the physical, social, psychological and 
spiritual development of individuals and families 
by providing home-based health and social 
services that lead to long-term strengthening and 

enhancement of family and community life in Worcester County. The Pernet 
Family Health Service is one of the charitable initiatives supported by the 
annual Partners in Charity Appeal of the Diocese of Worcester.

The Partners in Charity Appeal 
Deep Roots, Deep Faith

She has been called the Saint of the Gutters and the Angel of Mercy. 
Burning with the fire of Christ’s unquenchable love, she looked into 
the faces of the poorest of the poor --- the sick, hungry and dying, 
the most vulnerable in society --- and she saw the face of Jesus in 
a most “distressing disguise.”  St. Teresa of Kolkata spent nearly 70 
years of her life in selfless ministry to the world’s poor. Today, here in 
our Church of Worcester, she presents us with a powerful example 
of how to model Christ and to fulfill our pledge of discipleship with 
Him by putting our faith into action.
In the spirit of this most charitable Saint, I am pleased to announce 
that our appeal theme is: Faith in Action Is Love, and Love in Action 
Is Service. This call to action summons all of us to follow in the spirit 
and footsteps of St. Teresa by recognizing Jesus in the faces of our 
brothers and sisters and by supporting the 28 ministries that address 
the needs of our Diocesan family members. I invite you now to 
renew your support of our Diocese this year and to prayerfully 
consider a gift to our annual Partners in Charity Appeal. Every gift 
makes a difference. I thank you for your loving support and pray 
that God will richly bless you and your loved ones.
With every prayerful best wish, I remain

Sincerely yours in Christ,

Most Reverend Robert J. McManus 
Bishop of Worcester

The Partners in Charity Appeal  
Faith in Action is Love, 

Love in Action is Service

Bishop McManus fondly recalls thanking 
Mother Teresa for the privilege of 
celebrating Mass for her sisters in Rome. 
The future Saint shook her index finger 
in front of his face. She said: “No. Thank 
you. If the sisters did not receive Jesus 
every day in the Eucharist they could not 
do the work that they do.” 

Mother Teresa had a wonderful sense 
of humor. When asked if she had any 
advice for him as a bishop, Mother 
Teresa said with a little smile, “Don’t 
get in God’s way,” Bishop McManus 
said, “It’s good advice for any bishop or 
priest.” I was a priest when Mother Teresa 
said this to me.

Setting an Example of Charity
Being a Catholic means being called to missionary discipleship. Ours 
is a faith always in action, always expressing love. In our Baptism, 
we are called by God to serve Him and to serve one another --- 
to strive for holiness, to imitate Christ in the measure of our charity 
and mercy, and to set a leader’s example for others to follow. This 
is the very essence of our Church’s mission. St. Teresa of Kolkata 
exemplifies that mission in her humble life of service. 

The Circle of Giving Benefactors is a group of individuals who 
accept a leadership role in the work of the local Church through 
their support of the Partners in Charity Appeal. As Circle members, 
they pledge to become partners in a shared vision for the future 
of the Diocese of Worcester by setting an example of good 
stewardship and by reaching out with charity, in the spirit of St. 
Teresa, to many thousands of people in need who are served by the 
ministries and programs of the Diocese.

The Circle of Giving is made up of the following giving societies:

Holy Family Society - $7,500+

St. Paul Society - $5,000 to $7,499

St. John Paul II - $2,500 to $4,999

St. John XXIII - $1,500 to $2,499

St. Francis of Assisi - $1,000 to $1,499

St. Teresa of Kolkata - $500 to $999 
Love in Action is Service

Dorothy Day, Servant of God - $300 to $499

Please consider prayerfully making a leadership  
gift in support of the 2017 Partners in Charity Appeal.

Thank you!

Your gift offers:
• HOPE to those who are alone in Worcester County
• HOPE to a retired priest who has served the faithful for many years
• HOPE to the family struggling to avoid homelessness
• HOPE to our youth for a better tomorrow

In this 1985 photo, Bishop McManus 
visits with Mother Teresa and some of 
her sisters.

T H A N K S  F O R  Y O U R  G I F T


